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EDITORIAL

Editorial - March and April 2010

Thinking about Launch Control foreven ts...

Up front | must apologise that | skipped the March edition of Wheel Wobble. A combination of visiting a friend who
is ill for 7 weeks (and counting) who is in the Intensive Care Unit of the RPA Hospital in Sydney, as well as doing
the roadbook for the upcoming Safari meant that Wheel Wobble got prioritised further down the list. | knew | had to
get around to it when | had some great little (and not so little) articles from LCCC Members: Rick Gray, Nigel Evans
and Nick Cox. These guys are getting deeper and deeper into the sport and I'm proud to have their Event Reports
and build reports in Wheel Wobble. Hopefully in a few years time when they are cleaning out their hard drives
they'll see their old report and have a laugh. | can only wonder where they'll end up and driving or navigating in
what car? Somehow we've just managed to end up with 20 pages. Not bad for a Wheel Wobble put together in two
nights! And I'm still waiting on some photos from Matt Harriott from his recent Lake Mountain Sprint ride in a BMW
E36 - despite it being on tarmac. | know, | know, we've made exceptions in the past for Frank Brookhouse's tarmac
ride, let's just hope this doesn't turn into a regular thing (just kidding - Matt has just got a ride at Targa Tasmania in
an Evo 3 with a gentleman called Ernie Fuller so I'm sure we'll get a report out of Matt for the next edition
regarding the Targa experience).

Outside of the top notch contributors this month, Tamsey and | have been working on the Safari this year that is
due to run in just under a month. | have been doing the roadbook since January and now just have to draw on the
computer all the little tulips that are so frustrating. And when you consider that a stage in Tidbinbilla often has over
120 tulips, it can certainly take your time up. Kirrilee Gentlemen, Tamsey, Rowdy and Damo have somehow
managed to secure sponsorship from Shannon's Insurance for the event which | think is a big win considering the
size of the company versus the profile of our event. Ray Day has been abusing his way into lots of peoples ears
and has then managed to add the icing on the cake by getting individual stage sponsors as well from the local
companies that are often owned and run by rally people. The reason we go on about sponsorship is quite frankly
in this day and age with the size of the fields we get we don't make a significant profit. A financial break even point
for most special stage events is around 22 - 25 cars. If you're lucky you'll make $100 profit per car after that. If
you buy shirts for all crews there goes $2.5 - $3K!!! It really adds up. Portaloos - $200 for the weekend, light tower:
$450. ltis just crazy. So, thanks to our sponsors at any time in our sport!

Before we even run the Safari, I'll have to get out there and start road booking for the Corsa Max, just over 8 weeks
later in July, it never ends. And the Khanacross guys are running another khanacross on Saturday 29th May and
Saturday 24th July 2010 so it just keeps on coming in the first half of the year for the LCCC with a comparatively
quiet second half of the year. But with one ear to the ground, | think Tim "Maddog" Borough and Simey are
planning a Greenhills rallysprint as revenge for their cancelled roadbook for the Corsa last year so that should slot
in nicely.

One thing | noticed from being a frustrated observer | mean service mechanic for Julie and Matt Boorman on the
Friday night of the recent AIS event was how cool (as in awesome, excellent, fantastic) the atmosphere was,
running a small event straight after work. | was chinwagging with Marty Holberton, the Clerk of Course, about how
we should do the paperwork for 2 - 4 events all at the beginning of the year so people could just hoon around in a
small event either Friday evening or Saturday night throughout the year, without the grand hoopla that we normally
get or have to go through for Series events. It's just a pipe dream | guess. Hopefully Timmy and Simey's event
comes close to the simple approach to rallying.

That's enough brain farts from me. Back to it. Thanks again to all the contributors this month who gave the
magazine the critical mass so | can slam it all together and produce another edition very easily indeed. Don't
forget: Please remember to make it along on Monday 12th April to the Club meeting at the Woden Tradies Club,
7.30pm, to renew your membership, have your say and find out what is happening. Bring a friend as well!

I f youdbve got any suggestions, reports or commé&ortdep about
me an e-mail at markgemma@netspeed.com.au

Enjoy the readingé

Mark
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From t he desk of Russel Wi nksé

Works been keeping me pretty busy with interstate trips so | feel like | have a bit of catching up to do as |
have missed the last couple of meeting.

With the Appliance run and won it was great to see the LCCC crews do well. Standouts were obviously
Tristan taking out 2". Was itKirl eeds DNF cl ause that kept him focus
deserved position. What about the Jeffreyd s n e w [&ew los&w it in\&ction on Friday night | was
blown aware by the car control as lan drifted into the spectator point and pulled off the perfect corner. |
was also cheering as Neil Roediger finally had a clean run and brought the car home after what seemed
like a cruel finish to last year. The two wheel drive category was hotly contested with battles for the
Novice series between Coxy and Julie, Clubman this year is going to be a great battle to watch and it
was a real shame to see Nick Herrald put it off after keeping Mikey and PJ honest. Silver cup just looks
like it going to be dominated by JW and Dave Boyd who are just too fast and reliable to catch. Congrats
to JS and wife Kim for getting hold of the lead early and having a good clean run and take out the event.
The stories from Kim at the presentation were great.

| have a massive thanks to Marty and the
crew for the Appliance format with the
Friday night prologue and Dash for Cash. |
was one of the many watching rally cars
with a bunch of friends and my son out in
the forest as the sun went down over
Canberra. As much as | wanted to be part
of the competition | quickly felt sorry for
those struggling with the settling dust as it
blanked the track. Truth be known | was
servicing for Rick Grey and Nic Cox and |
was pulled away before the dash for cash
compl eted as Coxyds
tail shaft out, not to mention losing oil. The
worst thing about the Friday night format is
there are far too many hours to fix major
issues, so we did and by 4am we were
ready for the next days competition after
replacing the split sump gasket and trouble
shooting the tail shaft problems.

ol ( VGl |
Lithgow is just over a week away and - ¥ a e gy "@
Aaron and the Guys are busy working on \ ) S — (

the Shannons Safari which is on the 8" A 1 1 ‘ 1 P4n hﬁ!’_’

May. It's great to have Shannon Insurance as the major sponsor which fits perfectly with the rally
community and easy to promote and build the relationship for future years. Be ready to get involved to
reduce the burden as we look for stage commanders and officials. As we will have many potential Safari
competitors at the Lithgow because it is also part of the Excel series and NSW clubman, drop hints to
your fellow competitors to keep the Safari on their calendar because we need a good number of entries
to make these events work. Anyway LCCC members will have the home town advantage and that will
always help you with those crucial series points. We are looking for teams not competing to step forward
as stage teams or even control teams. Come one and help us make this event successful.

Did you hear about the March Khanacross where we again had Rob run another successful event even

though the weather was against us in the lead up with the rain only letting up at about 7am on the

morning of the event. Toeveryone 6 s s ur p r ihaued track held @rbettgr than perfect. This place

is amazing, why candé6t forestry make roads as resil|
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problems to start with as the track we planned to use to get to the start line had been freshly graded and
it ate two cars which our recovery crew had a ball getting out. The other problem was the bottom corner
was too grassy and slippery for the heaworenceitcar s | |

wasnot me getheemuhg stuck in

| brought out the Celica for its first run and to my amazement | found myself running 2™ outright just

behind Andrew Fifield i%faskomuchbgustpgegultedinloasiogtimeltoafiag h o |
penalty when | committedtoas | i de | coul dnét pull of f. The bigges
need to use 1% gear! When that car is on song it goes much harder then | expected. There is a

memorable shot of me being pushed away from the first finish control as | flooded it after coming off high

revs to a screaming holt. Well that was just another lesson learnt.

The Khanacrosses are proving to be very popular with the SDMA guys and they are bringing out some
interesting machines and certainly have the ability to keep us honest on the short course dirt circuits, lets
not tell them where to get rally tyres or we will not be able to hold our heads high as they never let us
forget it. | can see the opportunity for an interclub challenge coming up. We have another few events
planned being the end of May, 29" then the 24™ July and then the 30" Oct.

Russel - Rally On!
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ACT SERIES ROUNDS
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Appliance Installations Rally of
27-28 Mar | Canberra Canberra, ACT | BMSC | ACT
17-Apr | Rally of Lithgow Lithgow, NSW NSSCC | NRC NCS ACT
8-May | LCCC Safari Canberra, ACT | LCCC | NCS ACT
10-Jul | Blue Range Rally Canberra, ACT |LCCC |ACT
7-Aug | Narooma Booma Narooma, NSW | MCC NCS ACT
25-Sep| Bathurst Rally Bathurst, NSW | LCC NRC NCS ACT
Batemans Bay,
16-Oct | Bay Stages NSW SKDAC | NRC ACT
20-Nov | Nat Cp Rally Canberra, ACT | BMSC | NRC ACT

NSWCLUBMAN

17-Apr | Rally of Lithgow Lithgow, NSW NSSCC| NRC NCS ACT
8-May | LCCC Safari Canberra, ACT LCCC | NCS ACT
26-Jun| Taree Rally Taree, NSW CNCSC{ NCS

24-Jul| Wauchope Rally Wauchope, NSW | PRC NCS

7-Aug | Narooma Boma Narooma, NSW | MCC NCS ACT
21-Aug | Myall Stages NDDC | NRC NCS
25-Sep| Bathurst Rally Bathurst, NSW LCC NRC NCS ACT
30-Oct | Wauchope Rally Wauchope, NSW | HSCC | NCS

NSW STATE

17-Apr | Rally of Lithgow Lithgow, NSW NSSCC [ NRC NCS ACT

Coffs Harbour,
15-16 May | Coffs CoadRally NSW NRC ARC

12-Jun| Bega Valley Rally Eden, NSW NRC

21-Aug| Myall Stages NDDC | NRC NCS

25-Sep| Bathurst Rally Bathurst, NSW | LCC NRC NCS ACT
Batemans Bay,

16-Oct | Bay Stages NSW SKDAC | NRC ACT

20-Nov | Nat Cap Rally Canberra, ACT | BMSC [ NRCACT

NEXT CLUB MEETING: Monday 8th March
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Rick Gray - NoBooma KhanaCross

Anticipation was running high for me in the lead up to the NoBooma KhanaCross with the promise of
debuting my fAinewod 684 BMW E 2 &tchaxdpbort o thelbuild pracesd iryan c
upcoming edition of WW). Unfortunately, it wain
there was just too much work remaining to get Dozer ready for the event and | finally admitted defeat at
about 6pm on Friday. The outcome was that Dylan (my 1.3 litre 88 Barina with air con) was dragged out
of moth balls, all the spare parts from Dozer were removed from the back seat, a battery and fire
extinguisher were reinstalled and wheels from my Excel rally car were thrown in the back. Dylan was still
intendedtobeafalktback option because | had arranged to sha
| could get some experience with RWD prior to running Dozer in a full rally.

o
— —

| got up before 7 am on Saturday so that | could help out with setting up for the event. The rain had
mostly stopped but the ground was very wet. Setting up gazebos and the barbeque was attended to with
the help of Nick C and a couple of others. In the midst of this commotion, | do remember being handed a
scrutineering form for Dylan. There were a few early orders for egg and bacon sandwiches so | got on
with cooking them while the crowds started to roll in. Fortunately, someone reminded me that | needed to
attend documentation so | ran off and got that done just before the Driver Briefing commenced.

Just to make me feel a bit more guilty about not getting Dozer ready in time, the previous owner had

turned up hoping to drive his old beast. lomm@a d of f
because he didndét provide details for me to enter |
confirm that Dozer was a goer. Cbest la vie.

ljumpedintotheco-dr i ver seat of Steeced Destl. Wa yottothe hairgpin atthé e

northern corner of the paddock and there was insufficient grip from the tyres to get up the incline. In fact,

the car started sliding backwards while trying to drive out because the tyres were slipping on the wet

grass. We needed to back up and take a run at the incline and still only made it up with a push from

officials manning that point. That was enough for me. If Steve, who is very experienced in driving his own

car , canot make it through the test unassisted, h o

Whenwe got back to the parking area, I abandoned t he
tyres on the front of Dylan and then lined him up near the tail of the field for Test 1. Getting through to

the start garage was diabolical with the soggy ground having been chewed up by all the preceding cars.

Anyway, | made it through Test 1 without incident. The light FWD is obviously an advantage in those

conditions because | ended up 3rd fastest.

Test 2 started fine but my alignment for the second box (witches hats on top of posts) was not so perfect.
| made it around the first post but then | found that | was heading straight for a post on the exit. While
slowing to see if | could correct the situation, | realised that | had over-committed. Quick calculations
resulted in the decision to run straight over the bugger and suffer the 5 second penalty rather than
stopping, backing up and going again. Well | ended up hitting it dead centre of the front bumper and was
relieved to hear it come loose from under the car (no time to look for it in the mirrors). Rest of the test
went without incident and | finished 11th including the penalty.

Now | knew that Dylan had been losing coolant so | was keen to move into another car and preferably a
RWD. El Presidente came to the rescue with an offer for me to drive his Celica. The chance to drive a
small, light RWD was thought to be an ideal introduction into thisarse-e nd dr i vi ng thing.

have to ask me twice and | didndét gTheenedonditonan oppo.l
imposed was that | had to take it easy with the engine (i.e., d o n &e it).ol keeomly trouble here is
that | hadndédt seen Russ driving the thing so | did]

| took off into Test 3 and did what | was told. Drove through the first box, got to about 5K revs and
changed into 2nd gear 1 and then there was nothing. | felt like getting out and giving it a push. With the
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slight down-hill grade, the car managed to pick up some speed so that the power came back on again i

just in time to change back down to 1st for the 2nd box. | managed to get the car to the far right-hand
corner box and then | didndét quite know -pinhlautitintco do
1st, tried using the foot brake to hold the front still and then added throttle to try to spin the back around.

Well this just resulted in understeer and | missed the correct exit to the box. Now that | had Wrong

Directioned, | figured that | may as well have some fun and try to learn how to drive the bloody thing. |

only gave scant regard for the correct route throu
trouble. The only problem was that | was still changing to 2nd gear too early and so was constantly

fighting just to get some drive from the engine.

After parking the Celica back in the service paddock, | got out whinging about no power in 2nd gear.
Apparently, the spectators thought that | was using that as an excuse for the WD; not so. | hung around
the spectator area until Russ took his turn so that | could get a frame of reference for how hard to run the
engine. He revved the thing quite hard, so | figured that there | could run it like | do Dylan without any
serious repercussions. | then took myself back to duties at the barbeque ruing the decision to go with the
Celica rather than the Falcon.

The rest of the tests went much more smoothly. The ground was drying out and | tended to keep the
Celica in the power band which meant that the rear started to slide in a more predictable manner. This
meant that | was starting to get more comfortable with the different action and felt much happier with
proceedings. It was a pity that | have no idea of how to do handbrake turns in the RWD. Apart from 1
more WD, my finishing position for those remaining 5 tests ware all in the high teens.

So, in the end, | finished in 17th place. | am very happy with that given my level of incompetency with the
RWD. The main thing was that | had a ball.

| am starting to realise just how much learning will be required to get it right. It would probably be wise for
me to take Dozer out for a skid-pan day and perhaps a Rick Bates lesson before tackling a full-blooded
rally i debut will probably be the LCCC Safari.

Many thanks to the organisers, the officials, the other competitors and the spectators for making the day
such a success.

Rick

Matt Harriott - Lake Mountain Sprint 2010 - A trip to the Dark
Side....

Not so long long ago, inaco  untry town not so far

far away ... Okay enough with the attempt to break
copyright and ruin a classic opening scene to the

world 's most successful filmf  ran chise. A few
weekends ago, | travelled with Ray Baker down to
Marysville, central Victoria, for the Lake Mountain

Sprint.  This eve ntis a round of the Australian

Tarmac Challenge and my first rally on the black stuff. | had secured a ride with Ray Julian in has
limited edition BMW M3R thanks to Baker who had double booked himself for the event. I jumped
atthe opportunity toexpand my motorsport experience and replace Baker in the BMW.
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mak es the G forces

experienced in braking and

The course was a 9.8km run up the hill to the ski resort.

You would comp lete

your stage, then

wait at the top of

the hill for everyone
to finish, then
convoy down, wait
around the bottom
and then race up

the hill again.  This
meant a lot of

sitting around for

the small amount of
competition.  Also
meant that entering
the start, all cars

had cold tyres and
brakes and would
spend the first part
of the stage build
the temps to get the
required grip.

It is totally different to

the dirt rally and not
because of the obvious
lack of dirt. ~ The three
biggest differences |
noticed were; firstly,
timings, cars leave at
30sec intervals.  This
takes a bit of getting us
to, as you feel very
rushed once lined in the
start control. Secondly,
the quietness without
the rocks and dirt being
thrown up under the

car, it is amazingly

quiet in the car. Lastly,
the G's, the gri p the car
has on the tarmac,

especially cornering feel much greater.

It was more like a hill climb then a rally.
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